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Shocks and a well~staged paint job are almost as imporlam 
Lo Alu.:c Cooper as shock rock and stage mascara. 

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame•· and ParadiS<' Valle)' 
res idem has loved cars sincr growing up in Denoit, where he 
was born Vincen1 Damon Fumier in 1948 to ELI1er and Ella 
- his middle name honoriog wriler Damon Runyon. 

"'Horsepower ;md rnusdc <.-an; are in my DNA/ says 
Cooper, who hM been living In the Vallc.y of •he Su11 for 
n1uch of his professional life with Sheryl, with whom he will 
celebrate 36 >'ears of marriage I his ~arch. 

A ballet instructor/choreographer who perronned in his 
show froml'l75 to 1982, she has given them three thildrcn: 
their eldest, Calico, an ac.:trcss. singer and improv <.:Omedian, 

who has beeo performing with his show since 2000; son 
DMh. who performs In the band Runaway Phoenl• a11d has 
a ' 71 (.uda with a 440 ()-Pack (Alice: "II gets lluee miles to 
lhe gallon, and when it s t.ans up all the alarms go orr ... ) and 
t.heir youngest daughter, Sonora Rose. 

Alice's d:td sold cars - Plymouths. '"He w;.ts the only 
honest used..:a•· salesman "' Dwolt in 1he 1'150s," says a 
chuckling Cooper, just cpm1\lecu•g 18 holes a1 Orange Tree 
Golf Cow'S<' in Phoenix. 

Today, he and friend, Chi~ Saggau, who acquires and 
maintain Alic.:e's <.:ars:toth fared wcllollJbc links. The- rock 
legend , .. rded a 77 off a two handicap, so Chip knows not to 
wager with hiln. Golf is an everyday passion: Ailee plays 
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days a week (Sunday Is for worship) from December to May, 
1hen 1ours in june worldwide for Lhe next six mon1hs. 

"'Well , we: almost starved,"' he continues, with a quteL 
chuckle that, for those who don't know him, belies a roue· 
dec.:ade stage acl mcorporaung boas to baby dolls. hoTTor 
n1ovies and vaudeville and rock genres fr01n hc4wy mc.tal lO 
pop ballads. "Cars were everything 10 us." 

l11ey were his dadS passion. bUJ he became a Churd1 of 
Jesus Christ preacher, moving the family to A•izona more 
than a half <.."enl llt)' ago, where he worked wilh tbt San 
Carlos Apaches near Globe. "Now that lthlnk ~bout h.therf 
are a ll kinds of cars up ~1ere just slu ing around ." l1e <ay~. 
nming 1ha1 religion, wilh family. is a cemrnl focus of his life. 

lbe family mO\•ed to the. Valle)~ where Alice auended 
Cortez ~llgh School, then Glendale Community College, I hS 
band!% with ro<>ls Slretching lO Cortez. atlatned stardom w1Lh 
the 1971 hi t. "''m Eighteen" fo llowed a year later with the 
(~•Oj)<:t''''on'g t>veryone knows, '"Schools Olll /' in 1972. 

·~~~~~!!)~, his 26 albums - six pJatinum in the UniLed 
)mifi;(\lvBi!iw~ - have established Alke Cooper as an imer. 
n<tLJOJl;u· · ··-'·"'~.Ogure, as pOpll,lar in London and Tokyo a> ho;. 

.v .. · .-··· Los Angdes. l.llspng fQtll' decades at the 
tO,lL5iC unllei'lin~his con inuit1S abili1y 

wf 

to reinvent his stage persona to attract not on.ly the young but 
the young who bave become equally devoted middle-agers. 

His fi rst car was a yellow 1966 Ford Fairlane GT with the 
390·cubic·inch engine. Today, he keeps a variety but flips 
them to go on to other projects, which arc parlor his aut.o
tllOtlve joy. For Instance. he's looking forward to having 
anOlher SJUdebaker Avami - his favori1e car- as he has 
had five indudinga '63 wi1h a Paxton Supercharger. 

Blll keeping his cars pristine vintage isn't important to 
him~ bc'U throw a trmc eoglne into one, redo the interiOr o( 
ano~•c•·, custom palm anotl>cr, " IL's already vintage becauS<' 
of its age." he says. "What I ""'nt is for a car to be h igh tech 
and I \V31ll it to be driveable e.\'t'JY da}~ 1 don•t build them to 
pUl them in t..he living room."" 

Among his daily drivers Is a 1960 Mustang Fastback whh 
a high-horse crate motor. which he and Chip took a ye_.u and 
a half building. "When I bought my Fairlane. a '66 j ust like 
this one. in British Racing Green, was riglu next LO it ... Alice 
recalls . .. I've always wanted one." 

He also eujoys a 1998 AsLon Marlin DB7, which hes had 
for four years ... It~ incrt-dible, never been in the shop~ it nms 
and runs, like a m=le au that never breaks dow11, I tell 
evel)tone who wantS an Aston lvlartin 1..0 buy a 087." 
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The rol-k·dnd·rollcr Is an •uHomobllc group1c. ,. M) \\·Ue 
S.l)"S l c.m h,l,~ '-'">. tnldli(r <.:n._b ;t\ long J"t ll lnvuiH·s cars, 
golf or wJtthes,· SJ)> lli<r wh~ dt>ollon io IH't "" f.llnil) 
and the (1.)mmunh> h long··M.tnc:hng 

~JOLt l 997 hr h•> ho.ttd tht .mnu.d .\IKt Cooper 
Cdebrit) AM Golf loumJtn<nt, wuh •II prt><e<d> ft>r hl< >oltd 
Rock Found.t.uon. "ht<h h.t> hdp<d thou<.1nds of uoubltd 

1ttn> througlt mU>t<. d.t!l<t . • trt>. >port> •nd othrr 1\'Crrauon. 
And. for d'J( l.t>t II )t31'> tn O(<"tmbtr dunng tht hohd.t.)>. ht. 
Sh<l)l ond tht Cooper !omil) hex~ tht Chn>tma< Pudding 
roncert. agom benrfouong thto loutldoltlon, "hk.h lattr thi< )taT 

,.,u open The Rock •t Jld ~tr<tt, • 10.000-square-loot salt 
~·en .md ac..u,1uo c..'tnttr 

·v.'t unt to gi>~ tl~ kod< dnt'lhtt opportunll} that 
tht) mtght not have hod ,' All<~"'>' •wt JU>t -..tnt to help 
thtm find bt11er poth> than tht ones tht) ha1·t bttn gi>en.· 

In the mtd>l of all of hi> auivllirS (he ilbo owns Alice 

Coopcr\town. a rCMOUI';:mt in dowmown Phocnoc). Altt"t' 
retentl) discussed some of lu~ t;uS thnl arc btlng offered a1 
1he Barrrii·Jackson Scoustl.llr Altt tlon u> Jnnuary: 

•'32 ford Custom Cou1>e - ,\lllographcd by Alice and 

meUculouslydocumcntcd, hi~ rrd·on-while strccl rod has had 
acomplcu: groun(t.i.lp I'CMOf!lllon. ltS powered by a dtrorncd· 

.,.-.. out Chevrolet 3:!0-dd, -tOQ.hot>cpowc,· engine with a 600 
Holle)• carbur~1or as \HII as 'l\uh·•mntk' 11'1\nc;n\lsslon ror t:t'iy 

C'il)' driving. Fr:uures ind udt (>OW('N'O:lt(l'd rrnmc, suicide 
doors, air,ond1uoning, billet wheels, Rod master wheels with 
knock-offs. custom M>und !:to)'SU:m and !l rustorn 1runk large 
enough fo1 A Ike'> golf dub>. All pt'OI:c~d' fron> 1hc snlc bcnc

Otthe Solid Ro<k FoundJtion 
• l936 Auburn Boat tail ~peedstcrcu~l om Re-crearion-

A one.-oiT hmd4 built Auburn - ooc or lhc ~lJnd~)\ll ~potl"' 

I.OlP;. or lhC' ')()s - thi;;, "'\\ (':f<.:Oinf lll \1~ ~l£htnurr h'iJUirrd 

hundreds or hours Jnd was l."'ulh rrom lhe ground up. \ lkt• 
~ipent $36.C()0 on just ihe paint job. loo" ott it ;mel it\ c.pcl ldl 

ular. This is no maintenance mglumare: The ..:ar i.s po">""crcd b) 
a 5.3-lner \Orlcc \'~and ha:;. dUlom.ttJc tmJbmb~loo. ttlr'"(Of'l· 
(huorung. t1.&Stom tnlmor .md t-uMom lJTC!t and wht.4:'b. 

• 196~ Ford Mustang Fastback - Red on black thl> 
'S~ang has just 35.915 original milr.s on the 289-<:id \'.8 "ith 

automatic transmission. power steenng and po"er br.rkn. 
:-;icel) restortd, this fun <"'U) da) driver Ius taken AIK< to 
golf oour..cs. the maU and dtnner The lOCk ltgt'rtd wtll mdudt 
a set of Callowa' golf dubs for the ntw o" ner 

• 1966 Chenole1 Cbe>dle SS 396 - An origtn.l 
Caliromia and Arizona coupe: rhis Uassic ~ relains tht orig · 
mal black plate on the front and mdudcs power sttcnng, 
power brakes and atr-wndtuorung. The 325-hor>< cngmc h-. 
been rcbudt and a t.,;p<td manual has rcplattd the original 

automauc u·ansmission .. 
The 12.f>oh rear e.nd remains as does the. original s.hct.l 

metal on the floors, trunk. quarter panels, roor, renders and 
hood after bead blasting. Resprayed, tile factory lcmonwood 
Yellow has been covered with dear <.:Oat, c.olor s,lnd('d and 
buffed. The origl.,al spoke hubcaps have been rewi.,ecl, and 
rhe car has: original·sC)•Ie re.dline 1jres as well . 

Classic American muscle, iL includes a ne-w inlerior, 
wcather~smpping, chr01ne bumpers, trim, exhausl and 1nuf 
Ocrs. ·The t-ar looks and mns great," Ahcc says. "Driving n, lt~ 

·oo :~gam in 2012- and schools out for sunllner. • 
If )'OU ot someone. you know has a Ga•atGatage and would 
Hkt it to be cmJsidered for an upcoming issue. t'~mall u.s m 
GreatGarages®highliJJe.-autos.com. 




