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Durango, Colorado—

Land for Al

Reasons

DURANGO MEMORIES ARE STRONG,
DRAWING YOU BACK TO THIS MOUNTAIN OASIS.

Story by David M. Brown

T THE GLACIER CLUB community north of Durango,
Colo., we sit on the second-floor porch of our cliffside cabin.
Above us, midsummer stars ignite, and the lights of luxury
residences peek from 7,800-foot-high ridgelines. Tomorrow morning, a
half-mile or so down in the valley below, we will hear the whistle—and
see the steam plumes—of the day’s first train as it climbs to Silverton,
the once booming mining town.

In downtown Durango, we stay at the 93-room Strater Hotel, the
meticulously restored red-brick American Victorian built in 1887 and
owned for eight decades by the Barker family. Admiring the hotel’s
chandeliers, coffered ceilings and columns, we are in Room 222, where
Louis UAmour wrote some of his western novels.

Durango is aspens, pines and alpine lakes.

About two hours from Four Corners, where New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah and Colorado meet, the city rests at a summer-cool elevation of
6,512 feet. Late summer temperatures average in the upper 80’s. During

the winter, daytime temperatures hover in the 50’s, and snow is welcomed

by residents and outdoor recreation enthusiasts alike.

One of the West’s last free-flowing rivers, the Animas, runs through
Durango. El Rio de las Animas Perdidas, “The River of Lost Souls,”
remembers Spanish explorers whose bodies were never found; under
Catholic doctrine, they could not enter heaven, only purgatory—the
name of the area’s well-known ski resort.

The lost men might have been caught in the currents, which are
kayaker- but not conquistador-friendly. Peak flows of the Animas, a
white-water rafter’s paradise, average about 5,000 cubic feet per second;
during annual runoff, that volume reaches 7,000 cubic feet per second.
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Perhaps the men ditched exploring new lands for
fishing new rivers: A two-mile stretch is “gold
medal” water—the highest quality for large-trout
fishing, with only lures and flies allowed.

Other notable local waters are found in nearby
Trimble Hot Springs, which boasts healthful doses
of zinc, potassium, nitrogen, iron, chloride, calcium
and other minerals.

North of town you'll see the San Juan mountain
range and Needles Mountain, rising to an average
10,500 feet, with landmark “fourteener” peaks in
the distance. Not surprisingly, hikers and bikers
worldwide make this “Mountain Bike Mecca” a
destination. Every Memorial Day weekend, the
area hosts the annual Iron Horse Bicycle Classic,

a demanding all-uphill race against the steam train
to 9,318-foot-high Silverton; it’s the longest con-
tinuously run cycling event in the United States.

By vehicle, the paved 236-mile San Juan
Skyway is a National Forest Scenic Byway, a
Colorado Scenic & Historical Byway and an All-
American Road—the highest designation by the
U.S. Secretary of Transportation.

Just 25 miles north of downtown, Purgatory
at Durango Mountain Resort, with more than 40
miles of groomed terrain and 260 inches of annual
snowfall, is one of the finest ski resorts in the West.









